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EDU 530-40— Research Approaches in Assessment
3 credit hours
On-line
Instructor:  Dr. Elizabeth Hendrix

Office:  Murphy 111 I

Tentative Office Hours:  TR 12:00-2:00 & MW 12:00-4:00 & By Appointment
*If you have any questions or problems, do not hesitate to contact me! 

Office Phone:  (816) 271-4301 Home Phone: (816) 689-1760 
E-mail: mhendrix4@missouriwestern.edu *E-mail is the best way to reach me usually, but contact me however you want. Also, you can set up meetings with me if you need to do so! 
Welcome to the Missouri Western State University’s Master of Applied Science in Assessment Program. We are here to meet your needs as best we can! 
 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Introduction and comparison of quantitative and qualitative research methods in assessment to include mixed methods. Early exploration of data leading to an improvement plan and outcomes begins here. 

COURSE RATIONALE/ OVERVIEW:
 In this course, we will investigate research approaches in assessment, and we will study the benefits and problems of qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods. We will also study how to implement, design, and write educational research studies. 
The course will cover eight parts and themes—which overlap and merge together throughout the course. This design is meant to reinforce these areas and allow students to develop a deeper understanding of these parts and themes. 
Part I The Philosophy of Classroom Assessment and Research & Intro. to Educational Research 

Part II Research on Classroom Assessment and Research & Identifying a Research Topic and a Research Proposal 

Part III New Applications and Considerations in the Field & Measurements in Educational Research and Assessment 

Part IV Sampling and Ethics

Part V Research Measures with Qualitative Methods
Part VI Research Measures Continued (Survey, Experiential, Causal, Correlative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods)

Part VII Presentations in class about qualitative and quantitative methods

Part VIII Prospectus paper for thesis work  

Another goal of this course is to learn to understand, utilize, and create educational research. Published research articles are important tools for teachers to use for development and assessment instruments. Comprehension of educational research will improve the participants’ professional knowledge and allow them to continue learning long after they have completed their degree.

COURSE METHODS:
Lecture, small and large group discussions on-line in Blogspot, presentations, experiential learning, reflective journals, projects, videos, and guest speakers 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Students are expected to know and be able to demonstrate their understanding of: 

Research approaches in assessment

Qualitative methods in education

Quantitative methods in education

Mixed methods in education

Sampling and Ethics

Survey, Experiential, Causal, and Correlative Methods

 

TEXTS: Educational Research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research 3rd Ed. (2008) by John Creswell  
Optional text: Pocket Guide to APA Style 3rd Ed. (2009) by Robert Perrin
TECHNOLOGY SUPPLIES: Computer, Web Cam (with software for recording videos), Headphones, MWSU e-mail, G-mail e-mail (free e-mail), and Drop Box Account (free on-line account for document storage and retrieval).
Optional Technology Supplies: Video Camera, Flip Cam, or Handy Cam (note that the video of your presentation must be saved as an AVI file for submission), and Camstudio (free video editing program).
*For your presentations, you will be expected to video your presentation or have a friend, colleague, or family member video tape your presentation. I will not provide technical support for the video taping. 
*Make sure to check your browser on the Web CT log in page. Check the browser link at the top, right side of the Web CT log in page to make sure there are green check marks for the browser, cookies, and java there. Otherwise, you will not be able to get to your course materials in Web CT. 
Book/Article Ad Project:

You will choose four of the project books, but you will read only ONE of the project books in a group of two. I will let you know which one of your four choices that you will read. You may bring in other book titles (along these same themes) for me to consider as well. You may also find several, peer-reviewed articles (that use your research method) to review and share for the ad instead of reading one of these books too. 
Project Books for Book Ads and Presentations:
Symbolic Interactionism (Group 1) 
Symbolic Interactionism: Perspective and Method by Herbert Blumer
 Symbolic Interactionism: An Introduction, An Interpretation (9th Edition) by Joel M. Charon 

Symbolic Interactionism and Cultural Studies: The Politics of Interpretation (Twentieth Century Social Theory) by Norman K. Denzin 
Symbolic Interaction and Ethnographic Research: Intersubjectivity and the Study of Human Lived Experience by Robert C. Prus 
Symbolic Interaction and Cultural Studies by Howard S. Becker (Ed.) & Michal M. McCall (Ed.)

Phenomenology (Group 2)
“Minding” Knowledge: Leaving the Body Behind by Elizabeth Hendrix 

Introduction to Phenomenology by Robert Sokolowski 
Introduction to Phenomenology by Dermot Moran 

The Phenomenology Reader by Dermot Moran 
Ideas Pertaining to a Pure Phenomenology and to a Phenomenological Philosophy: Third Book: Phenomenology and the Foundation of the Sciences (Edmund Husserl Collected Works) by Edmund Husserl (Author), T.E. Klein (Trans.) & W.E. Pohl (Trans.)
ANOVA (Group 3)

Introduction to Analysis of Variance: Design, Analysis & Interpretation by J. Rick Turner & Julian F. Thayer 
Introducing Anova and Ancova: A GLM Approach (Introducing Statistical Methods series) by Andrew Rutherford 
Experimental Designs Using ANOVA (with Student Suite CD-ROM) (Duxbury Applied Series) by Barbara G. Tabachnick & Linda S. Fidell 
ANOVA: Repeated Measures (Quantitative Applications in the Social Sciences) by Ellen R. Girden
Anova an Analysis of Variance Primer by Richard J. Harris  

MANOVA (Group 4) 

Generalized Inference in Repeated Measures: Exact Methods in MANOVA and Mixed Models by Samaradasa, AOL Time Warner Weerahandi  

Applied MANOVA and Discriminant Analysis (Wiley Series in Probability and Statistics) by Carl J. Huberty & Stephen Olejnik  

Statistics for People Who (Think They) Hate Statistics by Neil J. Salkind 
Discovering Statistics Using SPSS (Introducing Statistical Methods S.) (2nd Edition) 
by Andy Field
Poststructuralism (Group 5) 

Doing Discourse Analysis: Methods for Studying Action in Talk and Text by Linda A. Wood & Rolf O. Kroger
Research Method in the Postmodern (Qualitative Studies Series, No 3) by J. Scheurich 
Discourse in educational and Social Research (Conducting Educational Research) by Maggie Maclure 
Research and The Teacher by Graha Hitchcock
Foundations for Research: Methods of Inquiry in Education and the Social Sciences (Inquiry and Pedagogy Across Diverse Contexts) by Kathleen B. deMarrais (Ed.) & Stephen D. Lapan (Ed.)

Postmodernism and Social Research (Understanding Social Research) by Mats Alvesson 
Research Methods in the Social Sciences by Bridget Somekh (Ed.) & Cathy Lewin (Ed.) 

Ethnography (Group 6)

Handbook of Ethnography by Paul A. Atkinson (Ed.), Sara Delamont (Ed.), Amanda Jane Coffey (Ed.), John Lofland (Ed.), & Lyn H. Lofland (Ed.)

Ethnography: Step-by-Step (Applied Social Research Methods) by David M. Fetterman 
Critical Ethnography: Method, Ethics, and Performance by D. Soyini Madison 
Reflexive Ethnography: A Guide to Researching Selves and Others (The Asa Research Methods) by Charlott Davies 
Translated Woman by Ruth Behar
Grounded Theory (Group 7) 

Constructing Grounded Theory: A Practical Guide through Qualitative Analysis by Kathy Charmaz 
Basics of Qualitative Research: Techniques and Procedures for Developing Grounded Theory by Juliet M. Corbin & Anselm C. Strauss 
Grounding Grounded Theory: Guidelines for Qualitative Inquiry (Hardcover)
by Ian Dey (Author)

Grounded Theory in Practice by Anselm C. Strauss (Ed.) & Juliet M. Corbin (Ed.) 

Developing Grounded Theory (Developing Qualitative Inquiry) by Janice M. Morse, Phyllis Noerager Stern, Juliet M. Corbin, Barbara Bowers, & Adele E. Clarke 
CELL PHONES, I-PODS, and/or PAGERS: Cell phones, I-Pods, and/or pagers should not be on in class.
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
Make sure you check the MWSU website for information about inclement weather and closings! 

Fire: Emergency exits are marked in the hallways. Go to the nearest exit and evacuate the building. University personnel will direct you when it is safe to return to the building. Disabled students (who are on the second or third floor and who cannot use the stairs) should go to the stairwells (some may be marked AREAS OF RESCUE ASSISTANCE). University personnel will assist in exiting the building.

Tornado: A continuous horn will be heard for 30 seconds. All faculty, staff, and students should proceed to the first floor and seek shelter in an interior hallway or office away from the windows. Individuals should not go to their cars. Everyone should stay inside until a University representative has notified you that the danger has passed.    

DESCRIPTION of ASSIGNMENTS/RELATED REQUIREMENTS:

(For rubrics and additional information, please go to the end of the syllabus.)

1.  Class participation/Discussion Posts


360 points (20 Points Each) 
Students are expected to complete reading assignment before class, do the blog discussions on-line, and consistently contribute meaningfully and professionally to class discussions.  Conversely, behavior that detracts from class discussions (or that are unprofessional) negatively will impact your class participation grade.  Your participation grade will be based on the quality of your discussion posts and your active participation in on-line class discussions. Your attendance in this course will be based on your on-line posts and activities. If you miss an on-line post, that will be counted as an absence for the course. I will follow MWSU’s attendance procedures and policies pertaining to financial aid in this course. For every class meeting, you need to post on-line in advance the following information, and be sure that your name appears on your post:

· a question you want to raise based on the readings

· a quote from the readings you would like to discuss

· an informative fact that you found interesting in the readings

I will check to see that you posted your question, quote, and fact on the blog before each class.  Also, you should respond to at least two of your peers’ posts in the blog and answer the questions Dr. Hendrix posted.  
Go to http://drelizabethhendrix.blogspot.com/ and log in there. In order to log into this blog account, you will need to use your G-mail e-mail and password to post. G-mail is a free e-mail service on-line, so please set up an account if you do not already have one. Then, click onto the EDU 530 icon on the lower, right side of the site. There you will find each chapter number, questions, and a space to post your information there for the Creswell text. 
If I perceive that you are not completing the readings, I will (at my discretion) begin giving pop quizzes on the readings.
2.  Four Reflective Journals in Class 


100 points each
Due Dates Journal 1 = Sept. 15th, Journal 2 = Oct. 6th, Journal 3 = Oct. 20th, 

and Journal 4 = Nov. 17th 
You will write formal, reflective journals which you will post in Web CT under assignments. These journals count 100 points each. You may not make these up unless there is a medical emergency. You will use the I-S-E-E-I method for these journals. I = an illustration, metaphor, or simile that you weave into the paper that shows abstract thinking (the illustration makes/represents your point) S= State your point, your thesis E=Elaborate about your point E= Give examples to show proof of your point I = Illustrate your point again 
4. Book Ad Presentation  
Due 
Dec. 1st 

200 Points
Presentation of Book Ads



· During the first two weeks of class, students will be assigned a book to read in groups of two (or the groups may choose to read several, peer-reviewed, academic articles with their research method instead of the book). During this time, students should critically think about the book and the relevance of the course materials with the issues raised in the book and to prepare for the presentation of the book to the class.  The students will have approximately 45 minutes present their book/research approach.   The students will provide a one-page (front and back) handout.  On the front page, you should include a summary of the book.  On the back page, you should explain the educational importance of the book.  Care should be given to discuss and present the book in the context of the course readings. 

More details about the presentation can be found at the end of the syllabus. 

Due Dec. 1st! (Please see the rubric for this assignment at the end of the syllabus.) 

5. Take-home Final Exam (Prospectus Paper) 


Due Dec. 10th 
100 Points

You will write a prospectus paper to turn in—outlining your theoretical framework, your research questions, and your methods for data collection and methods of analysis for your thesis. (If you do not have a thesis idea yet, you will still do the paper, but you will just choose a topic of interest to study in order to put your prospectus together for this class.) See the handout from class for more information here. See the final paper outline for more information about this paper too.  
Make-Up Policy

Please note that I do not give incompletes unless there is a medical emergency.  All papers and assignments should be turned in on time and should reflect college-level competencies in writing.  Any assignment turned in late will be deducted 5 points for every day late.

Written Assignments All materials for the course should be carefully prepared, processed, and proofread.  APA style should be followed (refer to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Ed.). Please set up appointments in The Center for Academic Support for writing help and/or contact me.  

STUDENT ASSESSMENT

Each assignment will be given a number grade. I adhere to the following grading scale in determining your final grade for the class:
92-100 (A)  

84-91.9 (B)  

76-83.9 (C)  

68-75.9 (D)  

Below 68 (F)

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY & DUE PROCESS

Academic honesty is required in all academic endeavors.  Violations of academic honesty include and instance of plagiarism, cheating, seeking credit for another’s work, falsifying documents or academic records, or any other fraudulent activity.  Violations of academic honesty may result in a failing grade on the assignment, failure in the course, or expulsion from the University.  When a student’s grade has been affected, violations of academic honesty will be reported to the Provost or designated representative on the Academic Honesty Violation Report forms. 

Please see the Western Student Handbook and Calendar on for specific activities identified as violations of this policy and the student due process procedure.  This handbook is available online at http://www.missouriwestern.edu/handbook/index.pdf . All acts of dishonesty in any work constitute academic misconduct.  Please note that I read all assignments thoroughly. Quotation marks should be used if the material is copied directly from the readings and text citations should be used. Quotations are followed by the author, year, and page number in parenthesis of the source of the quote (Petrovic, 1998, p. 15). If you paraphrase something, you put just the author and year after the paraphrased material (Petrovic, 1998). You will be in violation of MWSU’s policies if you fail to follow standard referencing rules. Submitting work done for another class, submitting someone else’s work as your own, copying and pasting from the internet, are all violations. (Internet sources may be used, but you must follow standard referencing rules.) The consequence for plagiarism is a zero on the given assignment and referral to the Dean for any further action he might wish to take. Rewriting such assignments is not an option. 
II. STATEMENT of EQUAL TREATMENT and (Dis)ABILITIES  The instructor and students in this course will act with integrity and strive to engage in equitable verbal and non-verbal behavior with respect to differences arising from age, gender, race, socio-economic class, sexual orientation, ethnicity, physical ability, and religious preferences.

If you are registered with the Office of Disability Services, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss any course accommodations that may be necessary.  Before accommodations can be granted, students must provide an Accommodation Request Form from the Office of Disability Studies. It is imperative that arrangements be made as soon as possible. If you have a disability but have not contacted the Office of Disability Services, please call (816) 271-4330 or visit Mr. Michael Ritter (The Disabilities Services Coordinator) in EDER Hall Room 203 N to register for services. His e-mail is: mritter@missouriwestern.edu . 

  
Blackboard/Web CT Directions: Go to the MWSU website. Click on “Current Students.” Click on Web CT. Then, log in with your MWSU e-mail (the first part of your e-mail) and password. Make sure you check your browser link in the top, right side of the Web CT log in page to make sure you have green check marks for your browser, cookies, and java there. Once you log into Blackboard/Web CT, go to EDU 530 Research Approaches in Assessment and click on course content. On the left side, you will see announcements, assignments, assessments, etc. Click around in all of those to see what is there. At times, announcements will be made; be sure to read these.   
For technological assistance, please contact the MWSU Information Technology Services: Help Desk: 816-271-4555 or the Main Desk: 271-4354. 
Tentative Course Outline

“This course outline and the dates established therein are tentative, and the instructor reserves the right to change them.”

Sept. 1st (W)
Intro. to Educational Research 

Course Introduction/ Read the Syllabus and e-mail me any questions you have about it. Read the first agenda in Web CT. Watch last year’s EDU 530 Class Video I in Web CT. (Although last year’s EDU 530 class was somewhat different and in person, these videos will help you with your textbook readings and materials.) 
HW = Read Ch. 1 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts on BlogSpot. Also, pick out 4 of the book ad titles or four areas that you would like to study—at least 4 (2 qualitative and 2 quantitative under the textbook list on pages 2-4 of this syllabus) of the 8 different areas, and post those choices in the Web CT discussion area and/or e-mail me your 4 choices. You will only cover one research area for your book/article ad project. (You may also opt to find several peer-reviewed articles using this method for the book ad project.) There are video models of these book ad presentations available in Web CT from previous students too. If you want to watch a couple of these to decide on an area or book, please watch those. 
Sept. 8th (W)

Philosophy of Classroom Assessment and Research




Intro. to Educational Research & Identifying a Research Topic
Turn in book ad choices. Get your assigned book ad area/book in the next class. Remember you can opt to find articles instead! Review the highlights for Ch. 1 in agenda 2 on Web CT and review your peer responses in the blog. Also, watch last year’s EDU 530 Class Video 2 in Web CT. 
HW= Read Ch. 2 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts on BlogSpot. Start reading the “Using Research and Reason: How Teachers Can Use Scientifically Based Research To Make Curricular & Instructional Decisions" which is linked in Web CT.    
Sept. 15th (W) 

Intro. to Educational Research Methods
The Research Proposal & Measurement in Research and Assessment
Review the highlights of Ch. 2 in agenda 3 on Web CT and your peer responses in the blog. Also, watch last year’s EDU 530 Class Video 3 in Web CT. Do Journal 1 and post it under assignments in Web CT. 
HW= Read Ch. 3 & 4 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts for each chapter on BlogSpot. (Order or get your book ad book from the library. Also, you may choose to use peer-reviewed articles, so begin finding those to read.) Finish reading the “Using Research and Reason: How Teachers Can Use Scientifically Based Research To Make Curricular & Instructional Decisions" which is linked in Web CT.
 
Sept. 22nd (W)

Intro. to Educational Research Methods Continued



Self-developed Measures &
Sampling and Ethics of Research




*History of Research and I.R.B.s here

Review the highlights in agenda 4 for chapters 3 and 4 (and the research report) and review your peer responses in the blog. Also, watch last year’s EDU 530 Class Video 4 in Web CT.
HW= Read Ch. 5 & 6 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts for each chapter.
Sept. 29th (W)

Descriptive Survey Research & Experiential Research

Review the highlights from Ch. 5 and 6 in agenda 5 on Web CT and your peer responses in the blog.  Also, watch last year’s EDU 530 Class Video 5 in Web CT.
HW= Read Ch. 7 & 8 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts.
Oct. 6th (W) 
Non-experimental Approaches & Analyzing Quantitative Data 
Review the highlights from Ch. 7 and 8 in agenda 6 on Web CT and your peer responses in the blog.  Also, watch last year’s EDU 530 Class Video 6 in Web CT. Do Journal 2, and post it under assignments in Web CT. 
HW= Read Ch. 9 & 10 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts.
Oct. 13th (W) 

Qualitative Research, Action Research, & Mixed Methods 
Review the highlights from Ch. 9 and 10 in agenda 7 on Web CT and your peer responses in the blog.  Also, watch last year’s EDU 530 Class Video 7 in Web CT.
Review the Journal 3 assignment. 
HW = Read Ch. 11 & 12 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts, and begin work on your book ad project. Work on Journal 3. 
Oct. 20th (W)

Qualitative Research Methods—Organization and Analysis of Data



& Program Evaluation 

Review the highlights from Ch. 11 and 12 in agenda 8 on Web CT and your peer responses in the blog.  Do Journal 3 and post it under assignments in Web CT.  
HW = Read Ch. 13 & 14 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts. Work on book ad projects. 
*Mid-term Grades Due Oct. 27th 
Oct. 27th (W)

Educational Research and the Difference It Makes
Review the highlights from Ch. 13 and 14 in agenda 9 on Web CT and your peer responses in the blog. Watch the book ad model videos in Web CT.  
HW = Read Ch. 15 and 16 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts. Work on book ad projects. 
Nov. 3rd (W)

Survey, Grounded Theory, Ethnographic Designs 
Review the highlights from Ch. 15 and 16 in agenda 10 on Web CT and your peer responses in the blog.  
HW = Read Ch. 17 &18 of Educational Research/ Do your discussion posts for each chapter. Work on book ad projects. 
*Last day to drop with a “W” is Nov. 5th! Registration begins on Nov. 8th! 
Nov. 10th (W)

Narrative, Mixed Methods, and Action Research Designs Cont.
Review the highlights from Ch. 17 and 18 in agenda 11 in Web CT and your peer responses in the blog.  Review Journal 4 assignment. 
Get Take-home Final Exam Information (Prospectus Paper)!--
*Read the Final Paper Outline in Web CT.
HW = Work on your book ad project and paper. Do Journal 4 and post it under assignments in Web CT.    

Nov. 17th (W)

 Presentation Work


Turn in Journal 4. Work on book ad project and your final paper! Work on video taping your book/article ad presentation and putting it together. 
HW = Work on your book ad project and final paper. 
Nov. 24th (W) 

Thanksgiving Break No Class 

HW = Work on your book ad project and paper. 

Dec. 1st (W)

Book Ad Presentations  
Turn in your video presentations (and your documents for the handouts) of your book ad projects. Post them under assignments in Web CT. If there are any problems, contact Dr. Hendrix for other options. Do not forget your group evaluation of this project.   
HW = Work on your final paper.
Dec. 8th (W) 
If possible, in Web CT, watch your peers’ video book ad presentations. If not, watch the presentations of these book ad projects from 2008 which are in Web CT. 
HW = Work on final. *Take-home final paper due Dec. 10th
Take-home Final (Prospectus Paper) Due Dec. 10th! Post the final paper in Web CT under assignments! 
Book Ad Project

During the first week of class, students will be assigned a book to read in groups of two. During this time, students should critically discuss the book and the relevance of the course materials with the issues raised in the book and to prepare for the presentation of the book to the class.  Students will have approximately 45 minutes to present their book. Students will provide handouts (document files with this information for the on-line class).  In these handouts, you should include a summary of the book. You should explain the educational importance of the book.  Care should be given to discuss and present the book in the context of the course readings. 
Book Ad Presentation
Students will prepare at least a 45 minute presentation of the book/articles.  The purpose of the presentation is for you to give an overview of the book’s arguments and the implications for teaching and research and to make the other students in the class interested in reading the book.  DO NOT GIVE A CHAPTER BY CHAPTER SUMMARY. THAT IS BORING, AND POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED IF YOU TAKE THIS APPROACH. Think of a more creative way to teach your classmates the main points of the book (e.g. role playing, short skits, talk show format, etc) and to make them want to read the book. Power Point presentations can certainly be utilized, but these are often boring. The presentation should include a variety of teaching strategies to present the material (e.g. lecture, video, small group discussion, artwork, role playing, etc.).  You might use:

· A Documentary You Created about the Research Approach

· A Photo Collage

· Advertising Posters

· An informative book jacket of your own design

· Advertising fliers 
· Bumper stickers

· Lapel buttons or magnets for a refrigerator 

· Bookmarks with information from your presentation or from your research method
· A colorful magazine spread and article

· Your own videotaped advertisement about your method
· An object that represents your book or research method in some way

The following is the suggested format for your presentation:

· Set up props and materials and get handouts ready.

· Introduce the book (or articles) and provide some background about the author(s).

· Briefly summarize the book. 

· Show your word wall. The word wall is your collection of new words and jargon you did not know before this book or class and how you learned them this semester. Be creative with your form for the wall. It could be a graffiti wall you made or your wall of wisdom. 
· Have some significant excerpts from the book.

· Review and critique the book (show the arguments, educational significance, and implications of the book for teachers). 

· Review the research method that your book discussed in detail. Teach the method to your peers. Discuss the types of research questions that go with your method. 

· Review and critique the method. 

· Explain the practical advice that the book and/or research method provides teachers and learners.

· Show the advertisement that you created for the book/project. 

Teach the book and the issue to the class.
Additionally, you should prepare a handout.  You should include the bibliographic information and a summary of the arguments made in the book, and you should discuss the educational importance of the book.  In particular, address what groups of educators would most benefit from reading the book and explain why.  What practical advice does this book give about research, teaching, and learning?    
RUBRICS:
Book Ad Project
120 Points Content 

Did the presentation reflect a thorough understanding of the content presented in the book? 

Below Basic 0-35 Basic 35-45 Proficient 46-55 Advanced 56-60 (Multiplied by 2)

Below basic means that the student was missing parts of the assignment. He/she was not clear when he or she presented the information, and some information was incorrect. 

Basic means that the student followed the directions and had each part, but he or she was not thorough with his or her work. The student did not go into detail about the content of the book and the issues that the book raised. 

Proficient means that the student was thorough with each part of the presentation, and he or she did go into the issues that the book raised. 

Advanced means that the student exceeded my expectations, and he or she was thorough with each part. He or she went above and beyond with their project and information. He or she was advanced with the presentation of issues that the book raised as well. 

60 Points Creativity 

Did the presentation incorporate a variety of teaching strategies and/or visual aids to present the material to the audience? 

Below Basic 0-15 Basic 16-20 Proficient 21-26 Advanced 27-30 (Multiplied by 2)

Below Basic means that the student did not have a variety. He or she just lectured. 

Basic means that the student had a Power Point presentation and/or just a video with his or her information. There was not much variety. 

Proficient means that there was variety in the presentation (for example and activity for the class to do as well as a video clip, documentary, game, and/or guest speaker)

Advanced means that the student went above and beyond for the variety. He or she was innovative and creative with games, activities, posters, bookmarks, guest speakers, video clips, documentaries, and/or stickers etc. to get across the information in his or her presentation. 

20 Points Organization

Was the presentation well organized and well prepared? 

Below Basic 0-4 Basic 5-7 Proficient 8-9 Advanced 10 (Multiplied by 2) 

Below basic means that the student did not have an agenda or flow from one element to the next, so there were pauses. Class members were confused about what they were hearing, seeing, and/or doing. It was not well organized or planned. The materials for the class were not together, and it took extra time for the handouts due to the lack in organization. 

Basic means that the presenter knew his or her information well as well as his or her plan for this presentation. The information for the class was also ready in advance, and there was a structure to the presentation that flowed. 

Proficient means that the class materials were prepared and passed out quickly, but with this level, the student was polished. He or she practiced his or her presentation before hand. 

Advanced means that the presenter looked like a professional speaker. He or she went above and beyond with his or her organization and preparations. It was a seamless presentation, and it was polished with no pauses. You could tell that the presenter practiced a couple of times before the book ad presentation as well. 

Total Points    /200

Journal/Paper Rubric

Low Basic = 0-60 Points out of 100

For this grade, a student did not follow the directions for the assignment. There are major grammatical problems (such as fragments, comma splices, run-ons, improper word choice, and poor punctuation) that lead to confusion and a lack of comprehension by the reader. The content and ideas are also weak here and not specific either. It is hard to follow both in terms of the grammar and the content.  

Basic = 61-80

For this grade, a student followed the directions for the most part. The student had many errors with his or her grammar though, but overall, these mistakes did not cause a problem with the reader's comprehension of the work. The ideas were more focused than the below basic though, but they were still weak and incomplete. The student is using concrete examples and analysis, but he or she is not using abstract reasoning and critical thinking skills here.  

Proficient = 81-95

For this grade, there were few grammatical errors, and the student followed the directions well. The ideas were clear and focused, and the writing was smooth. The student was specific and detailed in the analysis as well, and he or she is moving into using more abstract thoughts and critical thinking here. 

Advanced = 96-100

For this grade, the student went above and beyond my expectations. There were no (or very few) grammatical errors. It was smooth, comprehensible, and detailed. The student was specific and even tied in research from outside of my class materials. The student uses a lot of critical thinking and abstract ideas as well.

